





FRIENDS 


REVIEW, 


Aeligions, Filerary and Aliscellaneous Journal. 


Vou. XX. 


~ 





Oe 


EDITED BY SABURE RHOADS. 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY, 
At No. 109 N. Tenth Street, Philadelphia, 
BY ALICE LEWIS. 


Price, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE, Two dollars and Fifty cents per 
annum, or six copies for Twelve dollars. 

Quarterly postage on this paper, to be paid quarterly or yearly 
in advance, 5 cents. 





THE LETTER ON REDEMPTION—ITS ORIGINAL 
AND HISTORY. 


(Continued from page 306.) 


Joseph John Gurney to Amelia Opie. 
Eariaam, 4th month 15th, 1822. 

My Dear Friend,—The subject of the great 
atonement made by the Son of God for the 
sios of mankind, is one in which we have both 
long felt the deepest interest. Conscious of 
our own sinfulness in the sight of an infinitely 
pure and Omnipreseut Deity, we cannot but re- 
joice in the assurance that he has provided a 
means by which the deep stains of sin may be 
washed out, and we accepted with favor by the 
author of all true happiness. Nor is it won- 
derful that we should feel for all whom we love, 
an earnest and even a painful solicitude, that 
they also may be brought to a full discovery of 
this way of escape, and come to acknowledge 
Christ Jesus the Lord of life and glory to be 
the “ propitiation for their sins.” 

Knowing thy anxiety with reference to this 
subject respecting one dear to many, and dear 
above all other mortals to thyse//, | am inclined 
to suggest a few considerations, and to advert 
to certain passages of the sacred volume, which 
may perhaps assist his reflections on this fun- 
damental doctrine of the Christian faith. Thou 
and the doctor will forgive me if I prove tedi- 
ous; but as [ well know how useless it is to 


attempt a superstructure without laying a foun. | 
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I. Let me state in the first place that Chris- 
tianity is to be received, not as a moral science 
of human invention, but as a religion revealed 
to mankind by the Creator himself, and promul- 
gated upon his authority. On this primary 
point there are three particulars to which I am 
inclined shortly to advert. 1. God created all 
things, and has himself ordained the order of 
nature. Miracles are supernatural changes in 
that order of things which God ordained; and 
as the original ordgr is to be traced to God, 
so, also, the interruptions of that order and the 
changes, which have on peculiar occasions been 
permitted to take place in it, can justly be at- 
tributed to Him on/y. Since then al] ¢rue mira- 
cles must be the work of God himself?that reve- 
lation which is attested by true miracles, must 
be a revelation of an authority really divine. 
That the Christian miracles were true miracles, 
is proved by the clear and unsophisticated testi- 
mony of several eye witnessess; the truth of 
whose story is confirmed by all the internal evi- 
dences of simplicity, honesty and goodness; 
by the sufferings unto death which they under- 
went for the sake of the truths they declared ; 
by the cotemporary declarations of heathen 
writers ; and by the prodigious effects which the 
introduction of Christianity produced in the 
world, 2. We may, secondly, presume that fore- 
knowledge is an attribute peculiar to the 
Supreme Being. Hence it follows that all true 
prophecies, (1 mean prophecies that have been, 
by the course of events, proved to have pro- 
ceeded, not from human guessing or intellect- 
ual sagacity, but from a real foreknowledge oy 
future events,) must have been dictate 
God himself. Now, any one who compares a 
prophecies of the Old Testament respecting 
Jesus Christ, with the exact and orderly fulfil- 
ment of them in his birth, life, ministry, death 
and resurrection, must allow that these are frue 
prophecies ; that they could have arisen only 


dation, I shall take the liberty of commencing | from the actual foreknowledge of events ; that 
ab ovo: and I must in the first place state two | therefore they came from God, and that the 
or three propositions which are indispensably| religion to which they bear testimony, must 
be—not the religion of human invention, 
but the religion of God himself. 3. All 
who are not atheists will allow that God 


necessary to the validity of my future observa- 
tions, but from which it is far from my design 
to enter into avy detailed argument. 
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FRIENDS’ 
is not only all powerful and omniscient, but 
infinitely just, boly, pure and merciful. Now, 

as the face of a man is reflected in the water, 

so the character of God is reflected in the con- 
duct and deportment of every rea/ Christian. 
Pretenders to Christianity have nothing to do 
with my argument, but rea/ Christians are, ac- 

cording to their measure, like God. Ia the ia- 

tegrity of their words and actions, in the justice 
of their dealings, in the purity of their hearts, 

in the conspicuous boliness of their lives, and in 

their kindness, love and mercy to all around them, 

they represent God. Now they do not derive 

this character from themselves. They derive it 

from God, as every one of them will freely ac- 

knowledge, and Christianity is the means by 

which they obtain it. Christianity is the in- 

strument employed by God for this purpose. 

Christianity is therefore the religion of God, 

(for no other religion has ever produced these 

effects); and as it is inconceivable that in 

bringing the children of men into his own char- 

acter, God should make use of a lie, we must 

confess that Christianity is true. 

IL. Well, then, Christianity being the religion 
of God, and the on/y true religion, how and 
when is it revealed ? 

It was revealed by a series of Prophets, 
from Abraham downwards, who were inspired 
by the Almighty to declare his truth; and 


who, by the miracles which (oa was pleased to 
work by their instrumentality, demonstrated 


the reality of their divine mission. The ful- 
ness of the revelation was, however, reserved for 
that period when the Son of God himself came 
into the world, and fulfilled those things of which 
the Prophets had spoken. By him the apostles 
were commissioned to promulgate the religion 
which he introduced,—or, rather, which he 
came to confirm. Now, these inspirei prophets 
and apostles not only preached the truth, but 
wrote it. Their writings, like their preaching, 
were given by inspiration of God. The au- 
thenticity of these writings is proved by the 
most ample and satisfactory evidence ; and they 
are contained in the Bratz. If, then, I am 
asked where we are to find a full and sufficient 
record of that Christianity of which we have 
already noticed the divine authority, I answer, 
not in the schools of polemical divines,—not in 
the treatises of modern and uninspired theolo- 
gians,—not in the dicta of any established 
hierarchy,—but in the well authenticated com- 
positions of men proved to have been inspired : 
—in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament. 

If I am told that there is much in the Bible 
which the learned are unable to comprehend,— 
much in it which the wicked have perverted to 
evil purposes,—I would observe, in reply, that 
there is much also in the science of nature itself 
which the wise have not comprehended, and 
the vicious have misapplied to evil; and I 
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would further remark that the Bible is not iv- 
tended to gratify the curiosity, or to illuminate 
the speculations of wordly wisdom, but to in- 
struct the humble and devotional reader ; and to 
such as these, the Bible, as to every main doc- 
trine of religion and on every practical subject, 
is clear and intelligible. The law of God is so 
plain that the wayfaring man, though a fool, 
cannot mistake it. 

I{f. Christianity, then, being trae,—the 
Bible be‘ng the genuine and authorized record 
of all its ‘truths,—what does that sacred vol- 
ume declare respecting God, ourselves, and Jesus 
Christ 2 

Respecting God, it, in the first place, con- 
firms those truths which we derive from natural 
religion ; that he is a Being of infinite power, 
knowledge and wisdom, the first great cause of 
all things; the Maker, Ruler and Protector of 
the uviverse—oNeE Gop. And, in the second 
place, it fully reveals those his attributes of 


Justice on the one hand and mercy on the other, 


which are of the highest importance as affect- 
ing our own relations with Lim, and which 
form the principal features in the system of 
Christianity. It is more particularly to our 
present purpose to observe, that the Bible re- 
veals God as a Being of absolute purity, in 
whose sight every species of iniquity, whether 
in thought or deed, is abominable ; so that he 
will by. no means acquit the guilty (unless re- 
deemed from their sins)—and so that “ without 
holiness none can see God.” 

Of ourselves, the Bible says many things of 
awful consequence :—that we are endued, not 
only with a frail body, but with immortal souls ; 
that when*the body perishes, the soul must con- 
tinue to live ; that this is a life of probation ; that 
ing future life we are to be rewarded with un- 
speakable happiness, or punished with un- 
speakable misery, according to our works. The 
Bible declares, moreover, that which all experi- 
ence confirms, that man is a /u/len creature ; 
that he is naturally prone to evil; that his in- 
iquities are more than the hairs of his head; 
that all have sinned ; that. there is not one ab- 
solutely righteous: ‘‘no, not one!” Such are 
the declarations of the Bible respecting our- 
selves. Where, then, is there any hope for us 
who are, in the first place, naturally prone to 
sin, and in so many particulars sinners, and who 
are, therefore, in the second place, liable to the 
wrath of God,—his just wrath in the eternal 
world tocome? Truly our hope is in a Saviour 
and in Him alone. 

What, then, lastly, does the Bible teach us 
respecting Jesus Christ ? 

It declares that, before his appearance in the 
earth,—in the beginning—when the world was 
created, and from everlasting (John i. 1, Mark 
v. 2.) he was “with God;” that he was io 
some manner, which we cannot comprehend, the 


Son of the Father Almighty, (John i. Li, 
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Prov. xxx. 4., &c.;) that He and His Father 
are one, (John x. 40 ;) that he is therefore with 
the Father one God, (John i. 1, Isa. ix. 6, 
Rom. ix. &;) that “by him all things were 
made’’—that “ without him was not any thing 
made that was made.” (John i. 3, Col. i. 16, 
Heb. i. 2.) Thus in his pre-existent character 
he was the source of eternal life to all true be- 
lievers, (John i. 1, 2,) the spiritual governor 
and illuminator of the children of men, (John 
i. 4, 5 ;) and that all these divine attributes are 
perpetual. They cease not. He is declared to 
be “the same yesterday and today aud for- 
ever.” (Heb. xiii. 8.) 


[ Note-—In the italicising in this and the 
subsequent letters, we follow the original. ] 
(To be continued.) 
— 2 
Selected for “ Friends’ Review.” 


HABAKKOK iii. 17, 18, 19. 


The Prophet’s prayer was most abundantly 
answered. The Lord gave him ‘ peace like a 
river,’—nay, more than merely peace—joy and 
exultation in the Lord his God, and in Him 
alone, and only. The sentiment of the 17th 
verse is, that though every thing else should 
fail; the fig-tree, the vine, the olive, the fields, 
the flocks and the herds, yet the everlasting 
God would still live, and never could fail or be 
cut off, or be any the less a faithful and glori- 
ous God for all the storms of earth, or for the 
invasion and desolating sweep of the most savage 
robber hosts. The last verse heightens the 
showing of his joy. Elastic and buvyaat, his 
feet like the feet of a hind, who bounds over 
the cliffs, and never makes a misstep on the 
crags of the mountain—so he moves along the 
high places of the earth, all undisturbed by the 
storms and troubles that harrass the dwellers 
in the vale below. It seems plain that the 
prophet was brought to this sublime height and 
placid rest of faith by means of those vivid, 
soul-thrilling views of God presented in this 
chapter, in which God is seen in His great 
works of mercy and of power, in behalf of His 
people. Herein lie the special instruction 
and the great value of this wonderful chapter. 
lo point of literary merit, its beauty and sub- 
limity are of the highest order, and challenge 
our intense admiration; but far above and 
better than all those beauties, is the sublime 
moral lesson it teaches; viz, that if any ‘* good 
man would fix his hand upon the skies and bid 
the earth roll, nor feel her idle whirl,” the 
rational mode of reaching this sublime repose 
of faith, is, to study the great works of God’s 
power and mercy as found in the historic pages 
of His Book, and as first revealed from heaven 
in the ways of His providence and miracle- 
workiag power toward His people, in the days 
of old. This study of God, deep, appreciative, 


must be the one great condition on our part— 
a trustful, believing study, with a loving and 
appropriating faith. Such a study of God, and 
such help from His Spirit, give their utmost 
vividness and power to those great truths re- 
specting God, which we need to see and feel as 
realities. Oh, it is beyond measure blessed, to 
have the soul thus filled with the practical im- 
pressiod of those truths! Then, what was only 
as a dream before, becomes reality, clearly seen 
and deeply felt; and then it becomey natural 
and easy to adjust one’s heart and life to the 
demands of those truths. They call for implicit 
faith in God ; impressed by such views of Him, 
and drawn by His Spirit, we seem spontane- 
ously to yield it. So Habakkuk found his 
heart full of the simplest, sweetest trust in 
God, and in Him alone—in God, though every 
thing else should fail. The “fig tree and the 
vine” stand here to represent, not themselves 
alone, but every other earthly good. They 
stand for home, and dear ones, for country and 
sanctuary, for satety of person and for dear life. 
Although all these should fail, yet, said the 
prophet, will I rejoice in the Lord; I will joy 
in the God of my salvation. In the same 
spirit, a Psalmist said: “ My flesh and my 
heart faileth, but God is the strength of my 
heart, and my portion forever.” The reader 
will searcely need to be reminded that any and 
every one who cometh to the knowledge of this 
sublime example of faith, may reach it for 
himself personally, by the same steps. There 
is no exclusiveness in this gift of faith; it 
cometh alike to the simple hearted child and to 
the wisest philosopher—to each and to all who 
heartily receive God as their supreme portion, 
and fully open their souls to His teaching, 
moulding Spirit,—and who will not prize this 
simple, yet mighty faith? To whom would it 
not be a blessing high above all other blessings 
possible? This prophet foresaw that soon he 
should own no fig-tree, no herd or flock ; but 
he was more than satisfied, for he had, as his 
own to trust in and enjoy, the Infinite and evdr 
blessed God! When flesh and heart sball fail 
us, and all of earth shall be fading fast away 
from our mortal vision, there will be, at least, 
one hour in which it will be more to us than all 
the Universe beside to have this God for our 
friend |!—From a new work, ‘ Cowles’ Minor 
Prophets.” 

We do not read anywhere that God de- 
lighteth in the cloud-capped mountains, or the 
sparkling stars, but we do read that He de- 
lighteth in the habitable parts of the earth, and 
that His delights are with the sons of men. We 
do not find it written that even angels give His 
soul delight; but He does say all that to poor 
fallen creatures like ourselves, debased and de- 
praved by sin, but saved, cxalted and glorified 


prayerful, with the aid of His teaching Spirit,| by His grace.— Spurgeon. 
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“GRORGE FOX.” 
BY C. H. SPURGEON. 
(Concluded from page 309.) 

One thing more which one admires in this 
great man’s character is his /carless reliance 
on the force of truth. He states a truth boldly, 
and does not bolster it up with human authori- 
ties as though he felt it to be too weak to stand 
alone. He knew that truth springs fully armed 
from the mind of God, and is able to fight its 
own battles. He declared the truth pot in 
gaudy periods draped with rhetorical embellish- 
ments, but he let it fall upon the conscience in 
its simplicity, believing that it would wake an 
echo there which if it did not bring the man to 
salvation, would at any rate leave him without 
excuse. When he had truth committed to his 
trust he did not cry, “I wish that this little 
stranger had been left at somebody else’s door ; 
I hardly know how I shall bring it up, it is such 
a poor weak little thing.” He did not hide it 
for three months as the Hebrew mother did 
with her goodly child, or make for it a little 
anonymous pamphlet like an ark of bulrushes, 
into which he put it, and leave it to crocodiles 
or reviewers, but he owned the truth and was 
not ashamed to defend its cause. Truth was 
to him a fire-brand, which he hurled upon the 
standiog corn of the Philistines.’ He knew 
that what God gave him to proclaim would win 
its own way. Certain ministers have got into 
the habit of always apologizing when they are 
about to speak. Should God’s servants do this? 
When the ambassadors of the Western powers 
first resorted to the Court of his Celestial 
Majesty, the brother of the Sun aad the cousin 
of the Moon, the Emperor of China, they were 
compelled to go down upon their hands and 
knees before his Celestial Splendor, till, as the 
story goes, a bluff English sailor refused the 
indignity in terms not at all fit for the present 
company, but quite sufficiently strong at any 
rate. He would not stoop, not he. The impe- 
rial brother of the Sun and cousin of the Moou 
might dispense with the ambassador’s presence 
if he liked, but he would never go down on his 
hands and knees to him, and the Chinamen 
began to think that the English people must be 
a superior order of barbarians. When a Christian 
minister, feeling he has something to say, says 
it, and says it fearlessly, men begin to think 
there is something in it, but if he commences 
with apologies, as though he excused himself 
for uttering his message, his hearers say, “ Well, 
the man has evidently something to say that he 
is ashamed of, and as he ought to kaow better 
than we do, we have no doubt it is a worthless 
message, and we will give no attention to it.” 
It was never so with Fox. His cry is like that 
of Peter and John, “Silver and gold have I 
none, but such as | have give I thee: in the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth I speak.” He bad 
something better than gold and silver to give, 
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he had the truth of a spiritual religion to de- 
clare, and hé tells them that it is at their peril 
that they reject it, and with tearful anxiety 
he beseeches them to lay hold upon it. 

I am going to conclude, but I desired to say 
to the Friends assembled here, and to all Friends 
in this kingdom, Beloved brethren and _ sis- 
ters in Christ Jesus—for that I trust we are 
—does not the present age greatly require you ? 
It wants all Christians, but does it not speciall 
need you! If you are or wish to be at all like 
George Fox, was there ever a period since his 
day in which the existence of the Quakers was 
more necessary than now? TI think not; and 
this was why I wanted to have told you some 
time ago that I thought you stood upon a spe- 
cial vantage ground in the fight with Ritualism 
—this covert Popery that is coming back 
amongst us. When an opponent can say to you, 
“ Physician, heal thyself,” it weakens your po- 
sition. But in the matter of Ritualism an 
opponent cannot say this to you, unless, indeed, 
as [ have heard some wicked people say, you 
may become as ritualistic in the utter absence 
of form as others do with the excess of form. 
I do not know whether that is true or not, but 
if so, do not let it be the case any longer. As 
far as | can judge, however, I believe you to be 
clear of this sip. Well, then, are you not the 
very persons constantly and vehemently to 
speak against it? Is there not need that you 
should speak against it? What greater evil 
can there be than for the powers of darkness to 
bring back again the idolators of Rome? Is 
it not a most terrible sign of the times that the 
public taste is evidently running that way ? 
The taste in dress is florid, the taste in decoration 
is florid too; and this, perhaps, to some extent, 
accounts for the craving for a florid religion. 
But, over aud above this, there are the princi- 
ples of priestcraft which are being intruded 
upon us. It is not so much the gaudy dresses, 
the cruzifixes, the incense, that we have to 
complain of, as it is the doctrine that we are to 
confess our sins to man, and that this man has 
received by some mystic operation through a 
long succession of priests, power from God to 
forgive his fellow creature’s sins, Is it not 
shockiog that men should be found in what we 
call “ this enlightened nineteenth century’’ who 
really believe priestly absolution, and that this 
belief is spreading, spreading so fast that 
whereas if ten years ago one had said that the 
High Church party would be the most vigorous 
portion of the Church of England, people wonld 
have said, “It is false, it cannot be, you area 
prophetic impostor, you know nothing about 
it;” yet it has really come to be so. If you 
read their weekly newspapers, and that which 
comes streaming from their press in such abun- 
dance, you will see that they really have great 
power, that they are men of energy, force, and 
skill. Somehow or other Satan dves generally 

















get good servants, and God’s servants are but claim for truth, I claim for the Spirit 


sorry ones. Satan’s servants serve him well, 
but the servants of Christ are often half-hearted. 
These men are zealous in their superstitions, | 
and are pushing it right and left and carrying 
it to extremes. You have it within a door or 
two of this meeting house, and you cap see it 
for yourselves, in all its glory and in all its 
abomination, if you wish. Now, dear friends, 





against this? ‘* Yes,’’ you will say, ‘and we 
do so quietly in our meetings.” Just so, dear 
friends, and may God help you still to bear it 
in that quiet manner, and to give effect to it 
by your lives. But is not something more 
warted than this quiet mode of protest? Have 
you no responsibilities as a community? I 
know you will excuse my speaking so very per- 
sonally to you. Have you not asa community, | 
though small in numbers, unusual influence ? | 
This influence is felt in many ways. Who can 


deny that upon the political history of our} 


country, Friends have stamped and are stamp- 
ing their names indelibly? There are names 
among Friends which we shall always honor, 
and which are foremost in the page of history, 
both in relation to political matters and to mat- 


ters of social and political economy. Some of 
you are getting famous in antiquarianism, and 
all sorts of literary fame are open to you. I 


hope, however, that this will never be your 
chief glory. I hope it will never be the chief 
ambition of this Society to be chief and fore- 
most in politics and literature. I hope you 
will never drivel into mere politicians, for it is 
drivelling if you cease to make religion your 
main business; and I equally hope that you 
will not drivel into mere scholars, or mere anti 
quarians or meteorologists, for it is a fearful 
coming down to come to be any of these rather 
than to be first and foremost a servant of God. 
1 know my friend in the chair* will say “ Amen” 
to this, and that he feels that to serve God is 
the first and chief thing, and is the highest 
position of manhood. In addition to all this 
undoubted influence you have considerable 
wealth; you have a large amount of plant in the 
form of chapels—I beg pardon; I should have 
said “ meeting-houses’”’—(that word “ chapel ” 
is a bad word; I wish we could get rid of it!) 
—you have a large body of highly disciplined 
Christian men; your young men, I should 
think, are, on the whole, better educated than 
the young men of any other class—and now, I 
ask you, is all this power, and wealth, and 
position, and influence, to be uaused ? It is 
used, I kuow, in a thousand excellent ways. 
Are you not foremost as philanthropists ? 
Will not the negro always remember your 
names, and the freed man always recollect you 
in his prayers? But I claim for Christ, I 


* C. Gilpin Esq., M. P. 


FRIENDS’ 








REVIEW. 325 


‘of God, this power which he has given 
| you. Dear friends, you have among you hon- 
'ored men who preach the gospel of Christ, and 
testify to the truth which they have received, 
but should not more of you speak for Jesus? 

| Wil there not be wore publishers of the gospel 
if the Spirit of God shall visit you with a revi- 
val, and come upon you as he did upon those of 

sied, “And your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men 
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions.” Ought we not hopefully to desire 
this? I came here to ask you to help those of 
us who are trying to fight against Ritualism and 

li idolatry, with your prayers and your sympathies. 
I do not ask you to agree with us in a great 
many things which we as conscientiously believe 
to be right as you do c@scientiously believe 
them to be wrong. But do recollect us in your 
prayers, for we are fighting a common battle 
for spiritual religion. If there be young men 
here with talents which should be consecrated 
to God; if there should be Christian brethren 
here who have been getting money and using 
it well, but who have not wholly and thorough- 
ly devoted it to the bearing of a testimony for 
Christ, I do pray you in the name of Him who 
died upon the cross, by whose blessed Spirit we 
have been brought to trust in Him, to consecrate 

yourselves to His service wholly and unreserved- 
ly. If this Society could be fully awakened to 

a consciousness of the position which it occupies, 

and of the danger of the present times, its 

smallness would, “perhaps, prove to be its excel- 
lence, for sometimes a multitude God will not 
use, but saith, “The people be too many for 
me.” If you be as Gideon’s men that lapped 
you may be the means of defeating Midian’s 
host. And what if this should lead to a discus- 
sion of doctrines which I hold dear, but which 
you reject? Why in this I should rejoice 
without fear. If my views or any man’s views 
cannot bear the criticism of honest men, and 
comparison with God’s word, let them go to the 
winds. It is not, however, controversy that I 
desire but spiritual revival. I only want to see 
you true to vital points. I do not want to see 
you in a state of slumber, for, though that may 
be very pleasant, it is not the position in which 
you ought to be as followers of George Fox. If 

Fox were here to-night he might not endorse 

all I have said; he might not go my lengths on 

some points, and he would go much further on 
others, but I am persuaded he would say to you, 

“ Friends, now if ever testify for the Spirit’s 
work ! Testify for the spirituality of godliness ! 

Bear witness against idolatry! Cry ‘aloud and 

spare not! Lift up the standard against the 

foe whose incoming is like a flood!’ If Popery 
comes back, will you bear the blame of it? 

But you must, my friends, you must bear a 

large share of it if you do not now testify 































































































































tain ia 








oe 


sigs tee sree aR 


~ 


















ee 
























326 FRIENDS’ 
openly and loudly. If you do not help those 
who love spiritual religion you will be highly 
culpable. There are some of our Christian 
friends who practise unscriptural ceremonies 
and therefore cannot speak out, for the reply 
would be, “you are yourselves in the mire,” 
but we who have repudiated the least idea of 
sacramental efficacy can speak and must. We 
must “ Awake, arise, or be forever fallen.” It 
would be a great calamity for your Society to 
cease to be until its great fundamental princi- 
ple is accepted by the whole church. There 
are some of your principles to which you need 
not testify just now, because they are generally 
received, and your testimony is acknowledged, 
but this principle of spirituality of worship 
needs to be testified by us over and over and 
over again. Luther said that when he 
preached the doctrine of justification by faith 
he felt as though he could take the book and 
knock it against the people’s heads to make 
them see it. It were vain to do that, but this 
doctrine of the spirituality of worship needs to 
be iterated and reiterated, to be dinned into 
people’s ears continually; and then unless the 
Holy Ghost puts it into their hearts they will 
only hear it with their ears, but not receive it 
in their souls. Friends, 1 pray you bear this 
testimony! I do not know in what way you 
can doit. It is not for me to prescribe to you, 
but I did feel it in my heart to say as much to 
you as I have said. In proclaiming the truth 


of a spiritual religion may God bless you and 
multiply you, and make you great upon the 


face of the earth. We will sympathize with 
you. Wherein we think you err we will 
sorrow; wherein we think you right we will 
rejoice. I heard a remark the other day made 
by a brother of the Wesleyan denomination, a 
most eminent minister, which is worthy to be 
written in letters of gold because of its spirit of 
love. When speaking of the very slight 
increase of his denomination, he said, ‘‘I have 
prayed to God often that if he would not be 
pleased to increase our Society because of our 
sins, or for any other cause, he would not suffer 
the whole Christian church to lose by it, but 
would be pleased to bless you Baptists instead, 
for so long as souls are saved my heart is glad.” 
I said to him, “My dear brother, that is 
a truly Christian prayer.” ‘ Yes,” he said, 
‘but we must not be surprised at it; it is what 
every Christian ought to be prepared to join in.” 
If our own denomination does not increase, let 
us pray that other denominations may prosper 
the more abundantly so far as they hold the 
truth. I am sure, friends, that if God shall 
multiply you greatly with truly godly converts, 
there are thousands of the Lord’s people who 
will be thankful for it, and will only feel that 
such an increase to your numbers will be an 
indication of the advance throughout England 
of true spiritual religion. 
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I thank you, brethren and sisters, for your 
kind attention. God bless you, according to 
his merey in Christ Jesus. 


THANKFUL FOR THREE OR FOUR POTATOES. 

“ Hearken, my beloved brethren: Hath not God 
chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to 
them that love him ?”—James ii. 5. 

And do we really give heed to this declara- 
tion, which the Apostle has set forth in no 
dubious terms, (though in form of a query,) 
and to which he calls our earnest attention. 
Being accustomed to meet with cases where 
poverty and want have left so many imprints of 
degradation, so many traces of dispositions 
which are neither.lovely nor of good report, we 
fail, perhaps, sufficiently to estimate instances 
of an opposite character, where persons possessed 
of little earthly treasure are yet numbered among 
those chosen “ rich in faith and heirs of the king- 
dom,” for the coming of which we pray to the 
Father. Yet such there are, and not a few, 
confirmatory of the words of holy writ; and 
truly it is refreshing when we are privileged to 
hail these by the way, re-animating our weaker 
trust and colder love with their childlike 
dependence on the word of a covenant-keeping 
God and Saviour. 

Commissioned by one whose delight is to 
seek out unknown sufferers, and such as are 
ready to perish, it happened that an instance of 
this confiding faith fell under notice a few days 
since. Theair was cold and piercing, and with 
all our wrappings it was difficult to keep warm, * 
when, on knocking at the door of a low-roofed 
dwelling, it was opened by a feeble colored 
woman, with a cordial “Come in,” and an 
apology for her room as “ out of sorts.” My 
feelings were at once interested. Neatness, 
without the means of comfort, marked the hum- 
ble apartment. A few expiring embers in a 
little stove without fuel to replace them—a bed, 
clean, but without blanket or warm covering— 
wall. paper which she bad picked up, wet, upon 
the river shore, was tacked up to hide the dirt 
left by a previous tenant: it being too cold 
and she too feeble for whitewashing. Her 
son, a lad of 17, on a visit to her a few 
days previously, had placed her in this 
hovel, to relieve her from the disadvantages 
of a third-story lodging room, intending with 
his scanty wages (earned in a distant town) to 
pay the rent for his mother, scarcely able 
now to obtain food with occasional day’s work. 
“T have endeavored,” she said, “to train my 
children in the fear of the Lord, and with re- 
spectful manners towards all; and now they 
comfort and cheer my decliving years.” One 
little daughter, her only companion, between 
the times of going to school, picked up waste 
fuel in the streets, and with tender assiduity 
waited upon the invalid parent. In reply to the 
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question whether provisions were needed, the From the London Friend. 

mother said: “I will tell you, dear, how good| WHAT IS THE BEST MODE OF PROMOTING, 
the Lord is tome. Why, often he sends just what| WITHIN THE SOCIETY, WORKS OF CHRISTIAN 
is necessary for a meal. Sometimes in the path CHARITY, AND EVANGELIZING ZEAL ? 
before me I have found four or five potatoes,} It has often been a comfort, when somewhat 
just as if they had been put in my road a pur. }saddened bya sense of the disproportion be- 
pose: and I know the Lord sent them to me. | tween our ability and our exertions, to have the 
And so he bas again and again remembered his | full belief that the hearts of not a few, who may 


poor unworthy creature in so many ways. 
Often when lying awake at night, and thinking 
upon his great mercy, I feel like shouting his 
praise aloud ; to think of being spared through 
two years of sickness, and at times still able to! 
help myself! Work found, too !—for that is all 
I ask for :—and friends have been raised up by 
Him when I was not looking for them.” 

Violent spells of coughing and shortness of 
breathing interrupted her story, during which 
much passed that I may not relate; nor can I 
convey her touching manner and earnest tones 
as she uttered the words, which seem to linger | 
in my ear, “I do not wish to complain,—the 
Lord is so good tome.” How could [ doubt 
the evidence that this poor widow was chosen 
rich in faith, and heir to the kingdom which 
God hath promised to them that love him! 

R. 
So aaetiilles 

In a sweet spot in the West lives little An- 
nie Gale. Not long ago she was led to embrace 
Christ as her Saviour. The news of her con- 
version spread through the place. One day a 
friend called on her father and said, “It’s all 
nonsense for your Annie to think she has been 
converted. She was just like a little angel al- 
ways. I don’t believe in religion’s making 
her any better; she was good enough before. 
If Dan Hunter now could be turned round and 
made a Christian of, I’d believe in it.” Annie 
heard the conversation, and her heart beat with 
pity for poor Dan. She knew him to be one of 
the worst and vilest of characters. Impelled 
with love for his soul, she went to his wretched 
dwelling, and began to talk to him in tender 
tones about Jesus’ and God's love to the chief 
of sinners. After referring to her own con- 
version, she asked him if he was not a sinner, 
and if he did not need the same Saviour which 
she had found., Poor old Dan’s heart was! 
touched ; he wept, he fell upon his knees, and 
cried out, “ Lord, have mercy on the worst of 
sinners!” God heard that crv ; and Annie left 
the old man praising the mercy that could save 
a wretch like him. It was Dan’s business, 
now, to tell to all the stary of God’s love. He 
would say, “ It’s the same gospel, the very same 
gospel, that so blessed little Annie Gale. You 
wouldn’t think it could be—such a dreadful 
sinner as I’ve been! but the same good Lord 
who takes little children in His arms, and 
blesses ’em, saves the chief of sinners too. 
It’s true.” “Him that cometh to me [ will in 
no wise cast out.” 


not have yet entered upon a sphere of Christian 
work, do nevertheless vibrate to the call, “Go 
ye also into the vineyard.” The delay in active 
obedience has not been, in many instances, so 
much from slowness of heart to pursue, as from 
want of clearness to discern, the special path of 
daty. The will was present, but howto perform 
was not found; and a sense of thankful relief 
was felt, when, at length, the way to move was 
plainly seen. 

Nothin, has been more helpful in this respect, 
than the light and instruction shed upon these 
subjects from the practical labors of individuals 
amongst us, who have faithfully acted out their 
own concern for the benefit, spiritual and tem- 
poral, of those around them. Little impression 
is made on the Society of Friends by hortatory 
stimulants to exertion. Moreover it is a body 
which is very sensitive to the least attempt to 
drive it any farther than it is disposed to go. 
But it is impressible by facts, and accessible to 
their teaching. Philanthropy, in its highest 
form of Christian work, prevails for our instruc- 
tion, when, like the philosophy of history, it 
“teaches by examples.” An adult school; 
meetings for the various classes requiring help, 
the mothers as well as the rest ; cottage visita- 
tion, Bible in hand, of the poor and sorrowful, no 
less than of the sick , the more public Scripture 
readings, all these and other agencies, that are 
doing actual good, tell upon the practical mind 
of the society, with irresistible force of enlight- 
enment and edification. And should a recent 
movement result in instances of men in heathen 
lands, being brought, through the instru- 
mentality of a few associated Friends, not to 
outward baptism, but toa true and purifying 
faith in Jesus, such a result would make a deep 
impression throughout the Society; and fan 
into a flame that fervor of true evangelizing 
zeal, which, in many hearts, is already kindled. 
Few things would more effectually hinder, while 
aiming to promote, the spreading of such zeal 
and Christian effort, than the attempt to gain 
Society sanction for the objects in view. In 
such an attempt there was lung persistence on 
the part of the Temperance advocates ; but, until 
they desisted from it, they did not get that hold 
upoo our members, which now, through inde- 
pendent action, they have.so largely and firmly 
obtained. To shape and consolidate into a 
judgment of the body, all the honest diversities 
of sentiment, and shades of sentiment, amongst 
us, isa task that the Yearly Meeting, most 
wisely, when it can evade a conclusion, declines 
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to undertake. And, undoubtedly, the deeply 
interesting objects in question will, within our 
borders, be most advanced by the steadfast and 
independent action of individuals, in carrying 
out their own convictions of duty in relation to 
them. Church sanction, sought but denied, 
would be sufficiently damping ; and, if extorted, 
would only work prejudicially, wanting the 
weight of general and cordial adhesion. But 
the healthy, untrammelled action of the “con- 
cerned’ members in Christian effort works like 
leaven in the church, drawing into sweet accord 
in the appreciation of such effort; if it do not, 
eventually, “ leaven the whole lump.” 


WILLIAM BALL. 
Glen Rothay, 
(Rydal) Westmoreland, 


Ninth month, 1866. 
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PHILADELPHIA, FIRST MONTH 19, 1867. 


In societies as in individuals, the proneness 
of human pature to declension and retrogression 
constantly displays itself. It is the oldest and 
most frequently repeated story of ancient and 
modern times; of nations, churches and sects, 
Where has there been an exception to this expe- 
rience? When has a church, after its creation, 
or a denomination, after the reform which 
raised it up, continued through ages to improve 
in all things, without fault or weakness, with- 
out schism or degeneracy ? 

No wonder that some have regarded this in 
part, at least, as the natural, normal course of 
things; that, as trees put forth branches, and 
families move apart as they increase, so not 
only nations should colonize, but churches 
should subdivide from time to time. But 
branches do not, and families should not, cease 
their connection when they spread apart. 
Schism and denominational removal are, most 
generally, violently performed ; and their result 
is opposition and hostility, not mere local sepa- 
ration. 

And languishing in churches and denomi- 
nations must be alwaysa sign of diminished 
health and life, as much as, or perhaps more, 
than schism ; though not more than the cause 
of some schisms. Lessening in numbers is one 
of the signs of such debility. Not the most 
decisive, but still a sign of it. Slowness of in. 
crease is explicable, with a full measure of 
healthy action in a body, if that action be op- 
posed by a great resistance. That Christianity 
has, in nearly 1900 years, conquered much less 
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than half of the human race by its truths, is no 
proof that those truths are not its own. That 
the simple form of Christianity practised and 
taught by George Fox has not, in more than 
two hundred years, reformed to its standard all 
Christendom, is no disproof of its primitive 
soundness. But, in both these cases, is there 
not evidence and illustration of the old Israel- 
itish lack and loss of faithfulness in mankind ? 

As in individuals, so, then, in societies, self- 
examination is an important duty. Our own 
society has, of late years, been awakened to 
this; and, with much significance, we have 
from other quarters, east and west, from an 
evangelical preacher in London, and a devoted 
missionary in the Sandwich Islands, an earnest 
query brought home to us,—are we of the So- 
ciety of Friends fulfilling now our mission ? 
We must not, without qualification, answer this 
in the affirmative. 

What, then, is the source, what are the 
reasons of the partial failure? It is said, 
often, in reply, “ individual unfaithfulness.” 
True, no doubt; but is this al/? Is there 
not, also, under similar, or the same, human 
weakness, an aggregate un-wisdom? Have we 
not, as a Society, unconsciously lapsed, in part, 
from the true teaching of our fathers, learned 
by them io the hot fires of persecution? Se- 
riously it is to be asked, has the spirituality of 
the guidance of the Church been always rightly 
understood among us? Or, have we not, often, 
to such an extent as to affect our position be- 
fore the world, let it be almost substituted by 
leadership and precedent ? 

The Mind of Truth (may the question be 
borne with) does it not sometimes suffer ob- 
scuring 


>) 


under the pronounced prepossessions 
and expectations of leading Friends? Have 
not the experiences of some been made too im- 
peratively to govern anticipation of the guidance 
of all, thus partially disparaging the truth that 
‘to his own Master” each must stand or fall? 
Has not the past been made, too much, to hold 
the privilege of fore-ordaining, in more than 
principle, the duty of ‘the present and of the 
future ? 


With profound conviction of the importance 
of these queries, we earnestly long for the ob- 
taining, for our Society, through wisdom from 
above, of their right practical answer. May 
we hear and obey the voice when given, which 
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says, “ Speak unto the children of Israel, that 
they go forward.” 


+0 - —— 


CoMMUTATION OF Sentences.—There are 
few questions of humanity presenting so strong 
aud valid a claim upon the enlightened philan 
thropist, as those connected with the treatment 
of criminals, who are to be regarded as moral 
invalids. Their incarceration in prisons is for 
a twofold object : the protection of society, and 
the reformation of the culprit. The latter 
motive ought never to be lost sight of. Hence 
the importance of protecting convicts from 
corrupting associations which render the prison a 
school of vice. Hence, also, the humane efforts 
in the establishment of Houses of Refuge, and of 
Reform Schools various in system and charac- 
ter, with especial reference to the reformation 
of juvenile delinquents. In the State of New 
York the experiment was started, in 1862, of 
holding before prisoners an incentive to self- 
contro] and to steady efforts towards improve- 
ment, in the hope of a happy result in the prep- 
aration of these unfortunates to leave their 
cells, at the expiration of their term of pun- 
ishment, better qualified to perform the fune- 
tions of safe and useful citizens. The plan was 
adopted, of commutation of sentences for un- 
exceptionable conduct, indicated by entire 
conformity to prison rules, including perform- 
ance of the work required. The reward for this 
is the deduction of one day per month frum the 
time of the sentence. For good conduct for 
six consecutive months, there is an additional 
commutation of two days per month—whilst 
the previous gain is forfeited for fresh offences. 

The effect has been found to be salutary. 
How beautiful is this movement, and how indie- 
ative of an advance in Christian Civilization ! 
The offender against the safety of the commu- 
nity must, for the general benefit, be taken out 
of the ordinary walks of men; but, since “ ALL 
REVENGE IS CRIME,” his treatment should 
never be of a vindictive character, and it must 


not be overlooked 


“that all 
Constraint upon him must consult his good: 
Hope's sunshine linger on his prison wall, 
And iove lvok in upon bis solitude.” 


In a recent official visit to Sing Sing prison, 
our friend, John H. Griscom, M. D., ascertained 
that offenders committed by the United States 
Courts are not subjected to the benefits of the 
commutation to which their fellow-prisoners 





look forward with so much hope; whereupon 
the Prison Association memorialized the Presi- 
dent, and deputed Dr. Griscom to present the 
memurial in person to the Chief Magistrate of 
the nation, who instantly appreciated the claim 
thus presented, and issued the following 


EXECUTIVE ORDER. 

WHeEreEAs, by the Memorial of the Prison 
Association of New York, a Corporation created 
by a Special Act of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, passed May 9th, 1846, it 
is represented to me that, by various statutes 
of the State of New York, important powers 
and duties are conferred upon that Association 
in reference to the amelioration of the con- 
dition of prisoners and convicts confined in the 
prisons and penitentiaries of that State; and 
especially that, by the Second Section, Chap. 
417 of the Statutes of that State, passed April 
22d, 1862, certain rates of reduction in the 
times of confinement of prisoners are provided, 
as an inducement and consideration for good 
conduct, and faithful and diligent attention of 
the convicts in the observance of the regulations 
of the prisons, and in the performance of the 
work imposed on them: 

And whereas, it is deemed reasonable and 
expedient, that, as to prisoners in said prisons 
and penitentiaries, confined under sentence by 
the Courts of the United States, similar favor 
and inducements to good conduct should be 
granted ; and I have been requested by the 
said Association to extend to such convicts the 
hope and assurance of the same favor: 

Now, therefore, I, Andrew Johnson, Presi- 
dent of the United States, do hereby authorize 
the Wardens and other principal officers of the 
said prisons and penitentiaries, to inform the 
convicts so in confinement for a term of years, 
under sentence of the Civil and Military Courts 
of the United States, that I will extend to them 
the same clemency and abatement of time, upon 
the same terms provided for the convicts uoder 
sentence of the Courts of the State. 

ANDREW JoHNSON, Presideut. 

Executive Mansion, Washington, Dec. 10th, 1866. 

A bill is now before Congress giving author- 
ity to District Judges to commute sentences, in 
consideration of good behavior, in accordance 
with laws existing in the respective States. 

Signal benefits to the cause of humanity 
have resulted from the efforts of members of 
our religious Society to improve the condition 
of prisons and prisoners. We shrink from the 
mention of names when the list is so extensive, 
but among those who are beyond the reach of 
praise, we may instance (as incentives to do like- 
wise) Elizabeth Fry, Stephen Grellet, Wm. Alten, 
Wm. Savery, William Forster, Professor Gris- 
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com, Edward Bettle, Isaac Collins. Attention 
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Diep, on the 8th of Eighth month, 1866, at Ran- 
cocas, N. J., Jonn Boron, in his 6lst year; a mem- 
ber of Burlington Monthly Meeting. 

, on the 3d of Ninth month, 1866. at Burling- 
ton, N. J, Anya B., daughter of Richard F. and Susan 
T. Mott, aged nearly 18 months. 

, on the 27th of Fifth month, 1866, Janez Ricn, 
in the 44th year of his age; a member of Honey 
Creek Montbly Meeting, Ind. He bore with patience 
a lingering and protracted illness, which confined 
him to the bouse the most of the time for some years, 
and to his bed for nearly one year. Toward the 
end he longed to be released, often praying for 
strength to bear what might be laid upon him, ex- 
horting his family and those who came in to see him 
to close in with the offered terms of redeeming love. 

——, on the 13th of Twelfth month, 1866, Timotay 

Keiiy, aged 70 years; a member of Back Creek 
Monthly Meeting, Ind, Naturally of diffident and unas. 
suming disposition, be said be felt entire dependence 
on the Lord, and prayed earnestly for himself, and 
desired the prayers of his friends. As he neared his 
close, he became very peaceful, and expreseed that 
he felt nothing in his way. His friends fully believe 
his end was peace. 
, on the 27th of Eighth month, 1865, Hannan 
S. Wine, relict of Silvanus Wing, aged 69 years and 
11 months ; a member of Sandwich Monthly Meeting, 
Mass. She said little in reference to her future pros- 
pect, but seemed quietly to pass away, hoping in the 
Lord. 


is now turned to this subject in New Jersey, 
where much has been done, but where organic 
reform is greatly needed. Governor Ward, in 
his recent message, has made a searching inves- 
tigation into the condition and management of 
the Penitentiary, and recommends a change in 
the State Constitution, for the purpose of 
rescuing the Institution from party control, and 
providing for the selection of its officers by the 
Judges of the Supreme Court. 

We would encourage Friends every where 
to give attention to this important subject, and 
to keep their minds faithfully alive to their in- 
dividual duty. 








— ee 


We are well aware that at this inclement 
season many of our readcrs are prompt to “ con- 
sider the poor.” To some others, however, the 
communication of “‘R.” may be a timely re- 
minder of a proper disposition of that substance 
which can be better expended than in luxurious 
living, or in costly gifts to the wealthy. 

i 

Diep, on the 2d of First month, 1866, at Rancocas, 
N. J., Asser Woonman, in the 71st year of his age; 
a valued member and overseer of Burlington Monthly 
Meeting. 

, at North East, Md., First month, 1866, Mary 
Crim, in her 89th year; a member of Burlington 
Monthly Meeting, N. J. 

, on the 26th of Seventh month, 1866, near 
Columbus, N. J., Amy, widow of John C. Hancock, 
in her 69th year; a member of Burlington Monthly 
Meeting. 

——, on the 25th of Tenth month, 1866, in West- 

field, Hamilton Co., Ind., Anna, wife of Joel Toorn- 
burg, aged 72 years; an esteemed minister and mem- 
ber of Westfield Monthly Meeting. In the decease 
of this beloved Friend we feel that the church has 
sustained a loss; yet her friends are comforted in 
the reflection that her day’s work was done in the 
daytime. She labored in the Master’s service for 
many years, visiting most of the meetings on the 
Continent; and alibough for several years of the 
latter part of ber life she suffered much bodily af- 
fliction, at the Master's bidding she willingly went 
forth to labor in his service. A short time before 
her death she obtained a minute for religious service 
in some parts of Ohio Yearly Meeting. But He who 
requires no more of His children than He will en- 
able them to perform, was pleased to say it is en- 
ough, and accept the will for the service. She so 
fer recovered as to attend her own Yearly Meeting, 
and earnestly labored therein for the cause of her 
Redeemer. Ona reaching her home, she was again 
attacked with an illness which in a few weeks ter- 
minated her earthly existence. She expressed that 
she had endeavored to follow the Master in all His 
requirings; that she saw nothing in her way,—all 
~ peace; and she was waiting the coming of her 
word. 








, on the 6th of Sixth month, 1866, Mary S. 

Wine, wife of Joseph Wing, aged 52 years and 9 

months; a member of Sandwich Monthly Meeting, 

Mass. During ber illness her conversation gave evi- 

dence tLat her treasure was in beaven. 

, on the 13th of Ninth month, 1866, at the 

residence of her son-in-law, Stephen Breed, near 
Rockville, Parke Co., Ind., Hannan Peaster, widow 

of John Peaslee, of Pittsfield, N. H., aged 77 years; 

a member of Bloomfield Monthly Meeting. 

, at the same place, on the 4th of Tenth month, 

1866, Mary E. Breen, wife of Stephen Breed, aged 
37 years; a member of Rocky Run Monthly Meeting. 
She was led in early childhood to seek an interest in 
Jesus, and was permitted to realize that her sins were 
forgiven; but as she verged on to womanhood, she 
became more thoughtless, and for a time gave way 
in a measure to follow her vain inclinations; but it 
pleased the Lord to visit her, and she became williog 
to enter into His service; and from that time she was 
enabled to show forth the character of a cheerful 
Christian, though she often acknowledged that she 
came far short of doing her whole duty. She at 
times was led to speak of the goodness of her Re- 
deemer in the congregation of the people; but she 
was called more to plead with the wayward, in pri- 
vate, both in conversation and with the pen. Having 
lived in full faith ani confidence in the mercies of 
her Redeemer, she approached death with calm 
resignation to her Divine Master's will, without a 
choice whether to go or stay. 


+ 20n + 














WANTED, 
A Friend as Principal for Oak Grove Seminary, Vas- 
salboro’, Maine. Application should be made im- 
mediately, as it is desirable to obtain the services of 
a teacher in season fora Spring term. A classical 
as well as English scholar is required. 
Applications may be made to ALrrep H, Jones, 

lst mo. 5—3t. China, Maine. 





- i 
, on the 9th of Eleventh month, 1866, at Bur-}| The Publisher of Friends’ Review respectfully io- 
lington, N. J., Hannau ATKIN-ON, in her 93d year; aj forms those who have written to this office in re- 


member of Burlington Monthly Meeting, and widow 


sponse to an advertisement in No. 19, that their 
of our friend Samuel Atkinson, late of Rancocas, 


letters are forwarded to the advertiser. 
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Two members of the Baltimore Association, 
and General Gregory, of the Freedmen’s Bu- 
reau, addressed the meeting. The remarks of 
Judge Bond, of Baltimore, were particularly in- 
teresting. General Gregory made an eloquent 
appeal, and pledged the aid of the Bureau. 

I would strongly commend this new and ef- 
ficient organization to the liberality of the 
frieods of the freedmen. They will need 
moral and pecuniary support in the face of pre- 
judice and opposition in two counties out of 
three, which constitute the State, equal, I fear, 
to any that has been met with in Maryland. 

F. T. K. 















THE GRISCOM 8T. SOUP HOUSE, 

No. 16 Griscom St., between 4th and 5th and Spruce 
and Pine Sis., is now open for the delivery of soup 
daily (except First-day), between 11 and 1 o’clock. 
Bread and meal are also occasionally distributed. 
The inclemency of the weather, and the large number 
of destitute poor who are thrown out of employment, 
render the amount of suffering great. The society 
is dependent for means on the liberality of the ben- 
evolent, and respectfully solicits contributions to en- 
able it to meet the pressing demands uponit. Money 
may be sent to 


Tuomas Evans, 


817 Arch 8t., 
or Wituiam Evans, Jr., Treasurer, 


613 Market st. 
Philadelphia, lst mo. 12th, 1867.—3t. 
= 
EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS RECEIVED BY 
FRIENDS’ FREEDMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 


Ip response to an appeal on behalf of the 
Freedmen, a Friend in Montreal writes, under 
date 12th mo. 19th, 1866 :— 

“ My wife has endeavored to gain the sympa- 
thy of others, and the result is a case of old cloth- 
ing, which I have this day forwarded, and a 
draft on New York for one hundred and 
twenty-nine dollars and twenty. five cents. 

I am very sorry the amount is not more, but 
it has been hard work to get 4p this little sum ; 
and it is a truly sad fact that “ Christians” ean 
raise hundreds of millions of dollars to destroy 


——— ad 

A Stated Meeting of the Women’s Aid Association 
will be held at No. 112 N. Seventh St., on Seventh- 
day, the 19th inst., at 3 P.M. 

Saran Lewis, Secretary. 
FRIENDS BOOK, STATIONERY AND FIRST-DAY 
SCHOOL STORE, 109 N. TENTH ST., 

Have just received a very valuable lot of English 
publications, to which they desire to call the atten- 
tion of Friends: as, ‘‘Shepherdess Tending her 
Lambs,” 28 cts., mailed, 33; “ Pursuits of Children,” 
75 cts., mailed, 85; “ Pastor Gosner,” 75 cts., mailed, 
81; “ Tell Jesus,” 50 cts., mailed, 60; “ Saved Now,” 
28 cts., mailed, 33 ; “‘ Following Fuily,” $1.25, mailed, 
$1.35. Also, a choice lot of small books: as, “The 
Great White House,” “ Lizzie’s Last Place,” “New 
Pitcher,” “Love Did it,’ “Widow Gray and the 
Little Song Bird,” “Everlasting Flowers,” “The 








Crooked Stick,” “The Ragged School,” “A Wed- 


ding Feast,’ “The New Sixpence,” “What can a 


Child du?” All these 6 cts. each, mailed, 8. Also. 
Cartes of “ Wm. Penn” and “ Guli,” (taken from aa 
old painting on glass,) 50 cts. each. 
Address Lypia Leipy, Agent. 
‘ iii ; 
For Friends’ Review. 


FREEDMEN IN DELAWARE. 
It is remarkable that the State of Delaware, 


with 22,000 blacks, in a gross population of 


112,000, should have been entirely overlooked 
as a field of educational labor, especially by 
Friends of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, in 
whose territorial limits it is situated, within 30 
miles of Philadelphia city. 

Emancipation took place about two years 
ago, yet there are but two colored schools in 
Delaware; one long since established by Friends 
of Wilmington, and the other, recently, through 
the liberality of one of our members. 

The “ border States ” will have to be pioneers 
in bringing the education of the blacks under 
State laws,at the public expense. The first step 
towards this is the establishment of a complete 
system, through an efficient home organization, 
such as vow exists in Maryland. 

The friends of the freedmen in Delaware 
have just held a public meeting at Wilmington, 
and organized the “ Delaware Association, for 
the moral and educational improvement of the 
colored people,” at which the venerable Judge 
Hall presided, assisted by our friend Samuel 
Hilles and Bishop Lee, of the Episcopal church. 






men’s lives and property, but to save these poor 
colored brethren from starvation they seem to 
grudge the hundreds only. 

The account of suffering and death among 
the freedmen is perfectly appalling, and re- 
flects great blame on the Government, who 
ought to give them, at least, food, clothing and 
citizenship, as some little compensation for the 
wrongs they have allowed them to suffer for 
many years past.” 

Under date 12th mo. 20th, Geo. Dixon writes, 
from Danville :-— 

“We are having winter weather here— 
quite a cover of snow. Notwithstanding the 
cold, there were 247 in attendance in the day 
school, and 149 in the night school. There is 
great anxiety on the part of the freedmen for 
instruction, and we feel encouraged by the rapid 
progress they are making in their studics, both 


juveniles and adults.” 


Nearly every letter from the Southern Mis- 
sions brings accounts of destitution aod want 
among the freed-people. Shoes are particularly 
called for. 

Letters subjoined to the Monthly Reports of 
the colored teachers in Maryland indicate a 
good degree of intelligence. One of them, after 
speaking of the general good order prevailing 
among his pupils, writes : 

“IT think it presages well, when a people, 
who have known nothing save the sting of the 
lash, and had the dignity of their manhood 
crushed, and all their finer and more delicate 
sensibilities blunted for over two hundred 
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years, grasp with such eagerness the crumbs of 
learning given to them.” 

In reference to these schools in Maryland, 
F. T. K. writes, under date 12th mo. 26th: 

‘“‘T am truly sorry to say that the condition 
of our Association (Baltimore) is such, that 
the withdrawal of your teachers would close 
the schools which they have charge of. 

We closed our school year ten thousand dol- 
lars in debt ; we had to do this, or wind up our 
whole concern. We are carrying this debt still, 
with the prospect cf aid from our city govern- 
ment during the session of the Council a month 
hence. 

The colored people themselves will contribute 
about eleven thousand doilars this year towards 
the support of the schools. We are nearly as 
badly off as the Cotton States as regards kind 
feeling and pecuniary aid from the white peo 
ple. We think, however, that if we can work 
over this year, we shall be able to transfer our 
city schools to the Board of Education. We 
now have the matter before them, and have 
some encouragement from them. 

It is a critical time with us; we are just at 
the point when we can present our system of 
education in such a complete condition as to 
claim its acceptance by the city, as far as the 
eighteen city schools are concerned ; the coun- 
ties we must carry for a few years longer, as 
the feeling in the State is not educated yet to 
the right point. It must come, however, in 
time. 

I do hope you can keep your teachers in the 
field. We have twenty-eight applications for 
schools which we cannot fill—the houses io 
many cases are idle. We have seventy-eight 
schools in active operation, besides four Indus- 
trial Schools. 

We have built, with the aid of the Govern- 
ment, using material from the barracks, hospit- 
als, ete , thirty-five school-houses, for which the 
colored peuple supplied the requisite cash and 
labor. 

To show how limited our Friends are in 
number, and under what disadvantages we 
work, I may add that, last year and this, one- 
fourth of our home contributions came from our 
small Friends’ Meeting. 

Our home collections last year were about 
$4,500—this year over $6,000. Many of our 
coutributors had suffered pecuniarily by the 
war. 


— + 8m + _ 


AxnsurD.—It seems, according to the veto 
message, that some of the white people of the 
District of Columbia got together awhile ago, 
and voted that they did not wish their black 


neighbors to exercise the elective franchise. 

Well, now suppose the black people should 
get together, and vote that they do not wish 
their white neigtibors to exercise the elective 
franchise? Congress is bound to listen to the 


REVIEW. 


voice of the one class just as much as it is to 
that of the other. To denya man his just rights 
because somebody else does not want him to 
have them, is the height of absurdity. — Lvening 
Telegraph. 

- + 0 

From the Leisure Hour. 

A STAR ON FIRE. 


BY EDWIN DUNCAN, OF THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY, 


About the middle of May last, astronomers 
were startled by the announcement that a new 
star of considerable brightness had suddenly 
burst forth in the constellation Corona Borealis, 
(the Northern Crown.) Its increase of magni- 
tude must have been extremely rapid, for on 
the 9th of May an observer, who was occupied 
on that day in scrutinizing that portion of the 
heavens, felt certain that no object comparable 
to it was visible. On the !2th, three days 
afterward, the star shone with the brilliancy of 
one of the second magnitude, or equal to the 
three well-known stars in the belt of Orion. 
The important results obtained from the obser- 
vation of this truly extraordinary astronomical 
object are sufficient reasons for our giving a 
brief and popular account of its short history, 
which we are sure will be duly appreciated by 
our scientific readers. 

The first person who appears to have noticed 
this new variable star was J. Birmingham, of 
Tuam, Ireland, who observed it May 12th. 
Subsequently it was seen on the 13th, at Roche- 
fort, by M. Courbebaisse, and on the same day 
at Athens, by M. Schmidt; on the 14th it was 
noticed at London, Canada West, by Mr. Barker, 
and on the 16th at Manchester, by Mr. Baxen- 
dell. These observers saw it independently, 
without any previous notification, Attention 
being now drawn to the star, it has since been 
regularly observed, either for position or for 
the inquiry into its physical constitution, at 
most of the publie and private observatories in 
Europe and America. Its brightness rapidly 
diminished after its discovery but probably not 
in the same ratio as it had increased before. 
The relative magnitudes, determined by com- 
parison with neighboring known stars, are as 
follows : 

May 12, 2 magnitude. 
“i 15, f bs 
18, ' “c 
21, ‘ 
2k, : os 
ie util a 

Very little change had taken place from 
May 30 to June 22. On the evening of the 
latter day the magnitude was reckoned at the 
ninth. 

So far, this discovery would not probably 
have attracted any greater attention than that 
of any ordinary variable. The new star would 
most likely have been followed very closely till 
the extent and period of its variability were 
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satisfactorily established. Of such objects the 
firmament contains many extraordinary ex- 
amples; stars which appear for a season and 
then disappear, again reappearing, performing 
in the mean time all their changes of bright- 
ness with perfect regularity. While there are 
some which complete their period in days, there 
are others occupying months, or perbaps years, 
between the intervals of maximum magnitude. 
If our new star had been, therefore, simply 
one of this class, interesting though it might 
have been from the abruptoess of its first ap- 
pearance, it would merely have added one to 
the list of those known variables which are to 
be found scattered here and there among the 
fixed stars. 

But astronomical observations have unfolded 
other properties peculiar to this star, giving us 
an insight into physical composition different 
from that of others around it. This has been 
attained from the observation of its spectrum, 
as viewed through a spectroscope attached to an 
astronomical telescope. 

Oo looking at an ordinary star through a 
spectroscope, its spectrum is seen with transverse 
dark lines across it, similar to Fraunhofer’s 
lines in the solar spectrum. Some of these 
are common, or nearly so, in most stellar spectra; 
while each star has generally, in addition, its 
own peculiar dark lines. This would seem to 
show that, whereas certain metals or gases are 
indicated as being present in the majority of 
stars, cach one contains materials peculiar 
to itself. Now this marvellous star in Corona 
Borealis, which has so astonished us all, has 
not only the ordinary stellar spectrum with the 
dark \ines across it, but there is also a second 
spectrum, apparently superposed upon the 
other, in which four or five bright lines have 
been observed. Mr. Huggins, who has devoted 
his whole astronomical attention to this class of 
observations, has, in conjunction with Dr. W. 
A. Miller, concluded that the light of the star 
is compound in its nature, and that it has really 
emanated from two different sources. Mr. Hug- 
gins remarks that ‘‘each light forms its own 
spectrum. The principal spectrum is analogous 
to that of the sun. The portion of the star’s 
light represented by this spectrum was emitted 
by an incandescent solid or liquid photosphere, 
and suffered partial absorption by passing 
through an atmosphere of vapors existing at a 
temperature lower than that of the photoephere. 
* * The second spectrum, which in the in- 
strument appears on the one already described, 
consists of five bright lines. This order of 
spectrum shows that the light by which it was 
formed was emmitted by matter in the state of 
gas rendered luminous by heat.” Independent 

observations made at the Royal Observatory, 
Greenwich, principally by Mr. Stone and Mr. 
Carpenter, and at the Imperial Observatory, 
Paris, by MM. Wolf and Rayet, gave results 


$n 
$$$ 


confirmatory of those made by Mr. Haggins 
and Dr. Miller. 

Such, then, is a brief account of the analy- 
sis of the light emitted from this temporary but 
brilliant visitor to our sky; showing with little 
doubt that, from some cause unknown to us, it 
must have been the subject of a terrible catas- 
trophe at a period perhaps distant; for it must 
be borne in mind that, owing to its immense 
distance from us, we may be only witsessing 
the calamity of a past age. From the sudden 
blazing forth of this star, and then its rapid 
fading away, Mr. Huggins and Dr. Miller have 
suggested that in consequence of a great inter- 
nal convulsion, probably a large quantity of 
hydrogen and other gases were emitied from it ; 
‘the hydrogen, by its combination with some 
other element, giving out the light represented 
by the bright lines, and at the same time heat- 
ing to the point of vivid incandescence the 
solid matter of the photosphere. As the by- 
drogen becomes exhausted, all the phenomena 
dimiuish in intensity, and the star rapidly 
wanes.” That hydrogen gas in a state of com- 
bustion was present is very probable; for by com- 
paring simultaneously the bright lines of the 
stellar spectrum with those of hydrogen pro- 
duced by the induction spark, taken through 
the vapor of water, it was found that two of 
the lines sensibly coincided. During a diseus- 
sion on this star, at a meeting of the R-yal As- 
tronomical Society, oo June 8th, the astrono- 
mer royal expressed his firm belief that this 
wonderful object was actually in flames. 

If we were inclined to speculate on this 
unique astronomical phenomenon, or the prob- 
able consequences arising from such a sudden 
outburst of fiery gas, what an extensive subject 
for contemplation is opened to us. Astronom- 
ically we have known this minute star for 
years without suspicion ; it has been classified 
with others of similar magnitude; it has been 
one of many million of such; while now it will 
be remembered by all future generations as one 
of the most extraordinary among the most cele- 
brated stars of the universe. Or, let our specu- 
lations be carried a little further, and let us reas- 
onably suppose this small and hitherto nearly in- 
visible object to be an immense globe like our 
own sun, and surrounded probably with planets 
aod satellites depending upon their centre for 
light and heat, what would be the effect of this 
sudden conflagration on them? It makes one 
almost shudder at the idea of a system of worlds 
being annihilated at once without warning. 
But such must doubtless be the fact. We, how- 
ever, in this quiet world of ours, can scarcely, 
perhaps, realize such a catastrophe; but were our 
sun, which is only a star analogous to those in 
the heavens around us, to be suddenly ignited 
in a similar manner to this distant and unknown 
sun, all its attendant planets and satellites, the 
earth included, would be destroyed. 
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WHAT SUPPLIES THE GREAT LAKES ? 

George A. Shufeldt, Jr., replies that they 
get water from underground rivers. He calls 
attention to the fact that the surface tributaries 
of the great lakes will hardly make good the wear 
and tear of atmospheric absorption and evapora- 
tion. Yet the lakes are of immense size, and 
constantly discharge vast volumes of water 
through their outlets, Sault St. Marie, Macki- 
naw, Xc., without sensible diminution. Hence, 
as there are no adequate sources of supply above 
the surface, we must look for them beneath it. 

That the crust of the earth is full of water- 
courses is a familiar fact. Illustrations are 
found in the Mammoth Cave, the Adelsherg 
Mountains in Switzerland, the lost rivers owour 
prairies, and the artesian wells which are now 
becoming numerous in Europe and in our own 
country. At Passy, near Paris, the auger 
struck an amazing stream of water eighteen 
hundred feet below the surface, which dis- 
charges nearly six millions of gallons per day, 
rushing to the surface with great power and 
velocity. This is strong evidence, certainly, of 
a great underground stream at this point. The 
great wells of Kissingen, in Bavaria, at Mun- 
den, in Hanover, at Louisville, in Kentucky, 
Charleston, S. C., and hundreds of others, many 
of which are two thousand feet deep, discharg- 
ing great volumes of water—all tend to demon- 
strate the fact that the crust of the earth is 
penetrated in all directions and at all depths 
with these streams and water-courses. 

At this pint of the argument, Mr. Shufeldt 
asks his readers to “turn to the map of North 
America and note particularly the point where 
the thirty-second degree of west longitude crosses 
the forty-fourth parallel of north latitude. With- 
in a radius of five hundred miles, of which this 
is the centre, will be found the great water-pro- 
ducing region of the west. In this elevated and 
comparatively uneven surface of the country 
nearly allof the great rivers of the west have 
their sources and fountain-heads. First the 
Missouri, with its innumerable branches and 
tributaries, among which are the Yellowstone 
and the North Fork of the Platte, the Arkansas, 
the Red River, the Rio Grande,—all flowing 
from the eastern and southern slopes of the 
Rocky Mountains and finding their way through 
thousands of miles of country to the Gulf of 
Mexico. On the western slope is the Rio Colo- 
rado, which empties into the Gulf of Califor- 
nia, and which is formed by the union of the 
Grand and Green Rivers, the sources of which 
are also within the territory above mentioned. 
The same statement is true of the Columbia 
River, flowiug through the State of Oregon into 
the Pacific, and of the other great streams and 
rivers which flow northward and westward into 
the Pacific and the Northern Oceans. Here, 
then, we have a radius from which a system of 
rivers proceeds in all directions but one. On 
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the side of the great lakes there is no surface 
river of anysize.” Mr. Shufeldt puts this fact 
and the equally unquestionable one of the exist- 
ence of the lakes together, and constructs his 
theory that the lakes are fed by subterranean 
members of this river system, which find inlets 
“ at different points on the bottoms of the lakes, 
and maintain the supply with as much certainty 
and regularity as if the streams were running on 
the surface of the ground.” 
From “The Glory of Christ in the New Creation.” 
LIGHT DIVINE. 


Accepted be the boon of light divine 
Which our redeeming God has given to shine 
In every human breast, else wholly dark ; 
Though often weak, yet pure the vital spark: ; 
Call it not “ conscience”—conscience is the eye 
That spark illumines, or the soul must die ; 
The moral truth attracts the mental sight, 
The medium that reveals its form is light. 
And God is Light—from God the source ot day, 
Through Him who died and lives, the Trutb, the 
Way, 

Changeless from age to age proceeds the ray, 
The same in Britain, India, Athens, Rome, 
Man’s heart and conscience its appointed home. 
Thus Gentiles who no heavenly code possessed 
On stony tablets, to the law confest 
As read within, though faintly and in part, 
And showed its precepts graven on the heart. 
Like men once dead, but wakened from the tomb, 
Some gifted spirits burst the general gloom, 
In calm retreats by classic reasoners trod 
Gave form to virtue, and discoursed of God. 
Yet Grecia’s sages but the twilight knew, 
No noon-tide radiance blazed before their view ; 
Around e’en Plato's brow a veil was hung, 
Error with truth distilling from his tongue. 
Then hail God’s holy page, the gospel hai!! 
Unfurl the canvas, spread the swelling sail ; 
Fly forth, ye words of truth, from shore to shore, 
For Heaven’s own sun is risen to set no more ! 

J. J. Gurney. 

caren 


LIFE TAPESTRY. 


Too long have I, methought, with tearful eye, 
Pored o’er this tangled work of mine, and mused 
Above each stitch awry, and thread confused ; 

Now will I think on what, in years gone by, 

I heard of them that weave rare tapestry 

At royel looms—and bow they constant use 

To work on the rough side, and still peruse 

The pictured pattern set above them high ; 

So will I set MY COPY high above, 

And gaze and guze, till on my spirit grows 

Its gracious impress ; till some line of love, 
Transformed upon my canvas, faintly glows ; 

Nor look too much on warp or woof, provide 

He whom I| work for sees their fairer side! 

Author of * A Present Heaven.” 


Oo —— 


The believer is an inheritor of joy forever, 
and has a foretaste of the portion. There are 
streaks of the light of joy, to herald our eter- 
nal sun rising. Our riches are beyond the sea ; 
our city with firm foundations lies on the other 
side of the river; gleams of glory from the 
spirit-world cheer our hearts and urge us on- 
ward.— Spurgeon. 
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The grace of God in others is thankfully to | 


be owned, and, under discouragements, to be 


wisely spoken of; but the strongest Christians 


searcely show their own weakness more than 


in hearing their own praises. Christian! 
thou carriest gunpowder about thee—desire 


those that carry fire to keep at a distance. 


“Take away the fire,” said a holy man of Ger- 
many, when his friend commended him upon 
his death bed, “for I have yet combustible 
matter about me.” It is said of Alexander, ' 
that he told a philosopher who had long been 
with him, to begone; for, said he, ‘so long thou 
hast been with me and never reproved me, 
which must be thy fault; for, either thou saw- 
est nothing in me worthy of reproof, which 
argues thy ignoronce, or thou durst not reprove 
me, which argues thy unfaithfulness.’”’—Flavel. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foreign InteLiticence.—Telegraphic advices to 
the 14th inst., and by steamer to the 29th ult., have 


been received. 


Great Baeitaix.—The London Times of the 8th 
asserted, as it declared upon good authority, that the 
British Minister at Washington has been insiructed to 
ascertain whether the United States goverument 
will submit the Alabama claims to arbitration, pro- 
vided that certain points for the arbitration are pre- 


viously agreed upon. In an editorial of a subse- 
quent day it expressed the opinion that if the law-offi- 
cers of the two countries could meet they would be 
able to frame a satisfactory case for arbitration in a 
few hours. 

A great Reform demonstration had been projec- 
ted, by the introduction of mass petitions on the re- 
assembling of Parliament, but the leaders of the 
movement have now decided to adopt a course less 
likely to lead to turbulence, by permitting the sub- 
ject to come up in she usual course of legislation. 

The Anglo-American Telegraph Company has an- 
nounced that the net profits of the company have ex- 
ceeded the rate of 25 per ceut. per annum since the 
opening of the cable for public use on the 28th of 
7th month last. A “dividend on account,” of 10 
per ceot. on the shares, is therefore to be distributed 
to shareholders early in next month, leaviog the 
remaining 15 per cent. to be disposed of at the an- 
nual meeting next summer. 

Actions for damages have been instituted, by two 
persons from Jamaica, against ex Gov. Eyve and 
Gen. Nelson, for illegal apprehension during the 
disturbances in Jamacia. 

The proposition to impeach President Johnson 
excites atiention and comment from the London 
Times and other European journals. The Times, io 
a loog argumentative article oa the subject, says 


that the scueme looks like a fatal blow to the Con- 
stitution. 


Faance.—It is reported that the Council of State 
has determined to oppose the bill proposed for re- 
organizing the French army. The measure is evi- 
dently very unpopular, principally, perhaps, on ac- 
count of the cost. It is stated by a correspondent 
of the N Y. Tribune, that the expense for army and 
marine is set down ia the budget for 1866, at 533,- 
000,000 francs (more than $100,000,000), and that 
the project presented by the Commission cannot 
cost less than 80,000,000 francs more annually. The 
appropriation for public education in the buiget of 
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1866 is less than 20,000,000 francs, (not $4,000,000.) 


{It is thought probable that the details of the plan 
| will be modified, but that the essential features will 
; be retained, and passed both by the Council and the 


Legislative Body. 

Genrmany.—The election for members of the new 
yerman Parliament bas been ordered to take place 
on the 12th of next month. 

Huxegary.—A motion has been introduced into 
the Hungarian Diet, declaring that a decree lately 
issued for the reorganization of the army is void, 


; and that all who order its execution shall be pun- 


ished for treason. 


Turkey.— Vienna journals of the 12th inst. con- 
tained official announcements that the Porte has 
called 150,000 men into service to quell the Greek 
insurrectionin the Mediterranean. It had been pre- 
viously stated, in a telegram from London, that ad- 
vices received there showed that the plot of the 
Greeks on the Mediterranean Islands to assert their 
independence, was rapidly spreading, and that for- 


midable popular uprisings had occurred in some of 


the islands. It is reported, also, that an insurrection 
is about breaking out in Bosnia. 

Advices of the 22d ult., from Constantinople, 
state that a district of Thessaly wasin insurrection, 
that a band of about 2,000 had been formed, only 
one-fourth of whom were armed, and that they had 
sent deputies to Athens to ask for arms and ammu- 
nition. The Governor of Thessaly had issued two 
proclamations promising great reforms; but the in- 
surgents answered that they had no longer any con- 
fidence in the promises of the Porte, and that they 


would lay down their arms only wheo united with 
Greece. 


Iraty.—The I'alian budget for 1866 has been laid 
before the Chamber of Deputies. It is divided into 
two special balance sheets, one for Veneiia and tbe 
other for the remaining provinces of the kingdom. 
The former shows a surplus of receipts over expen- 
ditures of 22,200,000 lire, the latter a deficit of 208,- 
666,534 lire; making on the whole account a de- 
ficiency of 186,466,534 lire, about $18,646,600. 

The difficulty between Italy and Turkey relative 
to the Italian steamer which was fired upon by the 
Turkish forces, has been amicably adjusted. The 


amount of indemnity to be paid has not been finally 
fixed. 


Russta.—The government bas ordered a general 
amnesty for all offences committed by the newspaper 
press of the empire. 

Swirzertanp.—The Swiss government bas under 
consideration a proposition to probibit the people 
of Switzerland from joining the Pope’s army. 


Sovurnw America.—Gen. Mosquera, President of 
Celombia, has tendered to the Supreme Court his 
resignation, assigning as reasons that he finds it im- 
possible to replenish the treasury, emptied by the 
misrule of his predecessor; that the army is full of 
abuses; that the Archbishop of Bogota and the 
other Bishops are in open rebellion against the Ex- 
ecative ; that the Govenors of the States have shown 
a factious spirit of opposition to the Federal govera- 
ment, and to himself personally ; and finally, that the 
people are so immoral, debased and revolutionaay, 
that he cannot serve them. The Supreme Court, 
however, refused to accept the resignation. Previous 
to taking this step, Mosquera had invited all the 
vther South American governments to a second 
meeting of the South American Congress, in which 
the treaties concluded at the Congress of Lima in 
1865 should be ratified, and other questions, such as 
the pending issues between Paraguay and the allied 
governments opposed to it, might be considered, the 
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limits of the different countries fixed, and points of 
international law relative to the rights and duties of 
belligerents and neutrals in time of war determined. 


Domestic.—Five of the nine Judges of the U. S. 
Supreme Court, gave a decision on the 14th inst. 
declaring unconstitutional that part of the present 
Constitution of the State of Missouri which forbids 
any persons to officiate as ministers of religion, 
teachers, or legal advocates in court, without taking 
an oath that they had not participated in or sympa- 
thized with the rebellion. The grounds given for 
this decision are briefly as follows: That the test 
oath is directed against acts not defined in any code 
as criminal, as for instance the mere expression of 
sympathy with rebellion ; that such acts bad no pos- 
sible relation to the lawful pursuits of the persons 
committing them; that the oath contravenes the 
clause of the Constitution forbidding any State to 
pass a bill of attainder or ez post facto law, and is in 
effect both of these, since by an evasion of the Con- 
stitution it imposes the penalties of both; that the 
cath is ex post facto, because some of the acts for 
which it imposes the penalty of deprivation of office 
were not ksown as offences when committed; that 
it subverts the presumption of innocence, and per- 
verts the rules of evidence, presuming the party to 
be guilty without trial; that it imposes penalties 
without the form of judicial proceedings ; aed that 
if the oath is legal, the Constitution may be evaded 
at pleasure, and persons deprived of their civil rights. 
The test oath imposed by Congress upon attorneys 
and counsellors in U. 8S. Courts, was also declared 
unconstitutional on similar grounds, with the ad- 
ditional views that attorneys are not officers of the 
United States, that Congress cannot impose qualifi- 
cations as a means of punishment, and that in the 
particular case considered, the parties bad received 
full pardons from the President for baving taken part 
in the rebellion, and that Congress cannot limit the 
effect of a pardon, which constitutionally restores to 
full citizenship. This opinion was pronounced by 
Judge Field of Cal., and concurred in by Judges Davis 
of Ind., Clifford of Me., Nelson of N. Y., and Grier of 
Pa. Judge Miller of lowa gave a dissenting opin- 
ion, in which Chief Justice Chase and Judges 
Swayne of Obio and Wayne of Ga., united; holding 
that practice in the courts is a privilege which Con- 
gress may limit, not an exclusive right; that attor- 
neys are subject to legislation equally with judges ; 
that Congress has power to prescribe their qualifi- 
cations, aod that the oath imposed is not an unjust 
discrimination ; denying that the test oaths are in 
substance bills of attainder or ez post facto; and ar- 
guing that they simply require proof of loyalty as a 
condition of practice, and are not a punishment for 
past offences ; and that the President’s power to par- 
don does not dispense with the laws. 

Zoth branches of the Kansas Legislature have 
afopted the 14th Constitutional Amendment, the 
House by a vote of 75 to 7, the Senate unanimously, 
The Honse of Representatives of New York has rati- 
fied it by 70 to 35, the Senate having previously 
done so; and in the Legislatures both of Maine and 
Nevada, the House has taken the same course, the 
former by 126 yeas to 12 nays, the latter by 34 to 4, 
The Legislature of Virginia has rejected it, the 
Senate unanimously, the House with only one vote 
in its favor, and both without debate. 

Coxcress —In the Senate, the amendment of 
Brown, of Mo., to the bill for the admission of Ne- 
braska, that the act should take effect only upon 
condition that no distinction be made in civil or po- 
litical rights on account of color, this condition to 
be submitted to a vote of tha people, and accepted 
by them, was rejected by yeas 8, nays 24. Another 
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amendment, offered by Edmunis, of Vt., that the act 
shall take effect with the fundamental and perpetual 
condition that within the State there shall be ro 
abridgment or denial of the exercise of the elective 
franchise, or of any other civil right, by reason of race 
or color, excepting Indians not taxed, was adopted, 
yeas 20, nays 18, and the bill in this form was 
passed ; as was one for the admission of Colorado, 
with the same proviso. The House bill for an addi- 
tional session of each Congress, to commence on the 
day following the expiration of the term of its pre- 
decessor, was passed with an amendment, in which 
the House concurred. A bill was also passed pro- 
viding that there shall be no denial of the elective 
franchise in any of the Territories, now or hereafter 
organized, on account of race, color and previous 
condition of servitude, and being, in the form in 
which it passed, an amendment to a bill from the 
House, it was concurred in by that body. Both 
these last bills, therefore, go to the President for 
signature or disapproval. The Senate bill, to regu- 
late the tenure of certain civil offices, and one to 
change the mode of appointing pension agents, 
were debated several times, but without final action. 
Credentials for James R. Campbell, as Senator elect 
from South Carolina, were presented and laid on the 
table. 


The Honse adopted a joint resolution to appoint a 
commission to purchase a site for a post-office and 
U.S. Courts in New York City; one giving 20 per 
cent. additional compensation to goverument em- 
ployés in Washington; and one suspending the 
operation of the act which authorizes the paymeot 
of loyal owners of colvred volunteers. A resolution 
was adopted unanimously, declaring it the duty of 
this government to give effect to the moral sentiment 
of the nation through all its agencies, for the pur- 
pose of preventing the introduction of coolies into 
this hemisphere or the adjacent islands. The Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means was instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the revenue law 
as to exempt from income tax incomes under $1000, 
and to tax those over that amount 5 per ceot.; and 
the Secretary of the Interior was requested to in- 
quire whether any modification tan be made of the 
treaty of last summer with the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Indians, whereby the 8000 persons of 
color among them many bave their status as 
citizens defined, and may be allowed to select bome- 
steads from the unoccupied lands. A bill was intro- 
duced by Shellabarger, of Obio, declaring the for- 
feiture of certain privileges of citizenship for acts 
of rebellion against the United States, and providing 
for the restoration of those privileges in certaia 
cases, which was referred to the Judicary Committee ; 
and one by Washburn, of Ind., to re-establish civil 
goveroments in the States lately in rebellion, except 
Tennessee, referred to the Reconstruction Com- 
mittee. The Senate bill admitting Nebraska was 
considered, the provision relative to suffrage elic- 
ting much debate. An amendment offered by Bout- 
well, of Mass., requiring the Legislature of the State, 
by a solemn act, to declare the assent of the Stateto 
the fundamental condition imposed by the Edmunds 
amendment, which shall thereupon be beld as a part 
of the organic law of the State, was adopted, yeas 
87, nays 70; and the bill then pussed, yeas 103, 
nays 55. The same amendment was attached to the 
Colorado bill, and it was also passed. 
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